one. 
The College not long after appointed a Commitee to a in relation to 
a New Charter to be granted them, which Committee conſiſted of the 
-. Preſident and ſeventeen Fellows, who were to conſider what Privileges 
. LAX were neceſlary to be inſerted therein ; among which,it was thought to be 
for the Intereſt ef the College, that their number ſhould be increas'd to 
fTourſcore, which being accordingly propos'd in open College by the Preſt- 
"dent, was receiv'd without Contradiction ; the reaſons inducing them 
to augment their number, were 
x. The great increaſe of the City and its Inhabitants, ſince the year 
1663, at which time the number of Fellows was by the Charter of King 
Charles II. augmented from thirty to forty. 
2. There being a great many Phyſicians in Town of,Eminent Learning 
and Reputation, (who not being of the number of theFellows might be 
induced to promote a ſeparate Intereſt, and ſecretly or openly to ob- 
ſtru& the College Proceedings,) it was concluded, that it would extreme- : 
ly ſtrengthen the College againſt all Empericks and unlawful Pra@tiſers, 
if fuch Eminentand able Phyſicians were by the opportunity of the New 
Charter Incorporated into the Fellowſhip; and thereby more encou- 
raged to promote the Publick Good. 
3. By the Incorporation of theſe Members the Society had this further 
advantage, That whereas the College was at that time unhappily brought 
into a great Debt of ſix thouſand pounds, no leſs than fifteen hundred 
pounds 
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pounds were immediately receiv'd towards the payment thereof by the 
ordinary Fees and Subſcriptions of the new Fellows ; and a certain method 
provided for the diſcharge of the remaining Debt (twice as ſoon as other- 
ways we could have done) by the more frequent admitſſion of new Fel- 
lows upon the death or receſs of the preſent Members. 

The only grievance which happen'd (as we conceive, ) by this New 
Charter, (except that Clauſe concerning the Kings diſplacing the Mem- 
bers at pleaſure) was, that four or five of the Fellows were left out, not 
in the leaſt by any application from the Society, but by the will of thoſe 
who were then in power, as may appear from the carriage of the College 
to them in that Jundure, who upon receiving their New Charter, 
(a queſtion ariſing about thoſe Fellows) declared, that they ſhould be 
treated with the ſame reſpe& as formerly. And ſo tender was the Com- 
mittee of the College of them, that though it was often and earneſtly 
moved that a Catalogue of the preſent Members ſhould be Printed, yet 
it was conſtantly obſtructed;leaſt by leaving them out, weſhould feem not to 
own them Fellows of the ſaidCollege : And as ſoon as the then Governmenr 
looked with any favour towards them, a Committee of the College (with- 
out any application from them,) waited upon the Lord Chancellour to re- 
preſent their Caſe, and to deſire they might be reſtored ; and accordingly 
they were ſummon'd,(as the other Fellows, to the next College Meeting, 
and reſtor'd to the ſame Place and Privilege with the reſt of the Body ; 
And an Order was forthwith given that a Catalogue ſhould be Prin- 
ted, in which their Names were inſerted, and they owned therein as 
Fellows of the ſaid Society. And ſo ſenſible are the Fellows of the for- 
mer Conſtitution of the Facti ons and Misfortunes that muſt attend their 
Corporation, if they ſhould be again reduced ro their former number, 
that the Majority of them have under their hands declard it to be 
their ſenſe and deſire, that it ſhould ſtand and continue as now it is, 
without any alteration as to Number. WA 

As to the Privileges granted te the College by the Charter of K. Ch.1T.\ 
or any former King, they are ſo far from being taken from us by the . 
Charter of K. F. IT. that they are all confirmed thereby ; and that of 
K. Ch. II. returned entire together with the new one,which new one is not | 
2 Charter granted upon a Surrender, but a new Charter confirming all | 
our former Charters, and giving us ſeveral other uſeful and neceſfary 

Priviledges to our good Government and well-being, | . T2 
" Ir is turther to be confider'd, that there is a very great difference be bo He 150% =. 
tween the Charters of other Corporations, and the caſe of our Charter. > 4 
For the College of Phyſicians, as ſuch, is no ways concern'd in Elections 
for Parliament, nor hasany influence on the publick Aﬀairs of the Nation: 
Nor as vhe College was Conſtituted and Confirmed by ſeveral Adts of Par- 
liament, was the number of Fellows ever limited by any ; that being left 
_ to be augmented as the Society from time to time ſhould in prudence think 
fit: And we humbly conceive that our late augmentation of Fellows 
would not have met with any diſlike, had it not happened at a time when 
the general Surrender of Charters gave a National Offence ; nor hath the 
College any Privileges granted contrary to Law, or the Common ny 
reſt of the Nation. 


FINTS. 


